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A NEW AGKISTRODON FROM

SHEDAO (SNAKE ISLAND), LIAONING

Zhao Er-mi

(Chengdu Institute of Biology , Academia Sinica)

The pit-viper from Shedao (Snake Island) formerly identified as

Agkistrodon lialys (Pallas) or its subspecies intermedins (Strauch) is not

Pallas' pit-viper , but is a new species of the genus Agkistrodon,

Agkistrodon shedaoensis Zhao , sp, n,

TYPE CIB 7910005, an adult male; June 19,1979 Shedao (Snake Island),

situated about 24 nautical miles from and to the north-west of Lushun

(Port Arther), Liaoning Province, altitude below 215 m,

DIAGNOSIS A pit-viper of the genus Agkistrodon, it has. 1) 23 rows

of dorsal scales in the middle of body , 2) ventrals on an average 157 3)

subcaudals on an average 41 pairs , 4) 2nd upper labial low, not forming

an anterior margin of the pit, 5) dorsum greyish brown, with a series of

dark brown x-shaped markings.
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